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I. Conversion of Czechoslovak Industry to artine Production

1. \,In 1950, the Czechosloval: armament production resched the 19391945 war-
tine pealk. About one-third of the prosent production of arms goes to the
USSR, one-~third to satellite countries and other countries such as India,
Palristan, and Denmark, and one=~third goes to the Ozechoslovak army. Prior

25X1 to 1940 the allotment to the Czmechoslovak amy was m;:lig:iblc?:' .

II, Deliveries of Soviet Tquipmerd to the Cmechoslovak Army

2s The following Cacchoslovel tank units are equipped with Soviet T3l tanls:

1st Tank Jegt  Hq Strasice (WB0/L3L); wmobile xescrve, possibly lot MHlitary
District CO's roserve; 3 Dno, originally equipped vwith P2-l
German modium tanlis. Total of 100 tanks.

11th Tanl: Drig Ijq"ﬁcds_cc (P5O/NTL) under control of the 3rd llotaorized
,Dive Total mmber of T-34 tanlis (76 m muns), 66.

12th Tam: Drif llq St}ergbmrk (P50/NCH). Total mudber of T-3) tanls (76 rm
i mms), 6C. .

1hth Tank Bn& Hq Pilsen (USO/IPL), IIT Armiy Corps rescrve, Total mumbor
of T-3L tanim, 66, '

21st Tank Brig Hqg Zatee ((51/F10) 5th Motorized Div. Total number of
T3l tonis (05 mm guns), 606,

23cd Tank Drig g it lovj.ua (051/G00) GOth IMtrz Div. Total mumber of T-3L
tanks (76 rm guns), 66.
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22nd Tank Brig

8ix %o ten Joseph Stalin IIT temks are used in the Tank School at Dedice

for training purposes. According to unconfirmed information, 106 JS IIT
tanks have been delivered to Czechoslovakia. These will probably be assigned
to the 22nd Tank Drig. About 6 tanks of the T=70 type are assigned to each
recomnaissance company of tank brigades.

Artillery materliel is distributed as follows:

3rd Arty Gegt, Hq Iitomerice (NS1/F53) 76 mm guns and
, 122 zmm howitzers
253rd AT Arty Regt, Hq Postoloprdy (NU1/F21) 76 mm AT gams
hith Avty Regt, Hq Dvory near Karlovy Vary 152 mm howltzers
254th AT Arty Bn, Hq Dvory mear Karlovy Vary 76 mm AT guns
1st Arty Degt, Hg Prapue Ons Bn, 122 mm howitzers
2nd Arty Begt, Hq Pilsen 76 mn gwns (divisional)
and 122 mm howitzers
252nd AT Arty Bn, Hq Horsovsky Tyn (N50/P71) 75 mm AT guns
Sth Arty Negt, Ceske Budejovice (0L9/Q96) 7@ mm guns (divisonal)
and 122 mn howitzers
255th AT Arty Bn, Ilq Ctyrd Dvory (049/Q96) 76 mn AT guns ’
260th AT Arty Bn, Hq Klatovy (N50/100) 76 AT guns
Gth Arty Regt, Hq Brmo 76 rm guns (divisiomal)
and 122 mm howltzers
256th AT Arty Bn, Hq Brno 76 mn AT guns
Tth Arty Regt, Hq Olomouc II1/7, 122 mm howitzers
257¢h AT Arty Ba, Hq Zabreh no Morave A
(P50/N58) 76 mm AT guns
53rd Arty Regt, Hq Bzensc (PL5/S98) II1/53, 122 mm howitzers
oth Arty Regh, Hq Topolcany (P4S/T6L) 76 mm guns (Givisional)
and 122 mm howitzers
259th AT Arty Bn, lq Senica (PLS/T05) 76 mm A guns
11th Arty Rest, Hq Kosice (RLS/E3L) 76 mn guns (divisional)
and 122 howitzers
261st AT Arty Bn, Kosice 76 mn AT guns
109th Avty Regt, Hg Nitra (PL9/T62) 120 mm mortars (divisionsl)
110th Arty Regh, Hq Trencin (Ph9/T58) 120 mn mortars (divisional)
320th Arty Bn, Hq Tabor (050/M01) 120 mn howitzers
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101Lst Arty Regt, Hq Lowy (NS1/F21) 120 mm mortars 25K1A
103rd Arty Regt, Hq Pribram (NSO/IS53) 76 tm AT guns

20Lth AT Arty Regt, Pacov (050/M22) 76 mn self~propelled pguns
1C5th Arty Regt, Hq Pilssn 120 mm mortars

107th Arty Regt, Hq Opava (PS0/029) 120 mm mortars

203rd Arty Regt, Hq Kesmarok (RS0/D79) 120 mm mortars

Infantry regiments with various he infantry weapons are alsoc being
equipped with Soviet materiel. The L6th Inf Regt Hq, As (M51/P10), was
issued in Aupust 1950:

& }h5 mm AT guns

L 76 mm s, type 42 (Ratl)
9 82 mn mortars (Bn)

6 120 wm wmortars (Rghl)

25X 1 IIT. Strengthening of the Communist Police System

6

’I‘he&!inistxy of National Security, which setuells developed from Depart-
ment "B% of the Ministry of Interior, was not achivated until Uay 190,
althoupgh it was already in the plamning stapge in early 191;9,7 At that time
Kopriva was slated for the position he now holds as UMinister of Sceurity.
Like its counterpart, the IVD, the llinistry of National Security has been
established to maintain the Commmist regime in power by use of terror and
by liquidation of all possitile olements of resistance, -

Tthzctivation of security troops on a large scale aims at:

a. Forming an impassable barrier on the frontier by an improved system
of guarding.

b. Serving in the capacity of a ficld genda¥merie in a war emergency and
controlling the field army and rear echelons, 77

The efforts to bulld up such troops is most evident in the number of schools
and training centers for SNB members. According to the latecst information,
SNB schools are located in the following places:

Bohemia

Trutnov (051/670): cowrse duration 3 months
Hove Mesto n/ (051/6%2)

T3beroc (051/G16)5 on L August 1949, 300 graduated
Stribro (H50/PTL)

“biroh near Herovice (N50/I35)

Protivin (NM50/Q78)

Tachov (W50/P5L)

Straz near Ralsko (PS1/F95)

Litomerice

Cesky Krumlov (Wh9/Q8L)

Kasperske Hory (W50,Q27)

Karlovy Vary

Prague
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Napajedla (P50/010)

Veverska Dityska (P50/N30)

Javoruik na Morave (PS1/HS)L)

Bruntal (P50/N99)

Jesenik (Fryvaldov — PS1/H72). First class SNB school organized by
the Uinistry of Interior, decree number BF/3-442/2-22/12-19L0
of 22 December 1948, HNumber of students in first course - 3L5.

Opava From 1 April 1949 to September 1949, of a class of LU0 students,

70 were purged during the course.
Kmov (PS1/J11)
Slovakia

Fliesoves (Qh9/CT2)

Kremnica (Qh9/C55). Activated at end of 1S49. In Janmuary 1950 imwo
battalions of students received primarily political training,
Recruited from the 1949 class of inductees, students were
carafully screened party members and passed rigorous physical
tests,

Roznava (RhS/D7Th). In Uhith Inf Regt barrocks. Instruetor 4s Captain
Ozanko.

Slamec gﬂh?//gg))

Poprad (050/168)

8. A six~months special course for platoon commanders has been organized,
consisting of three months of practical traiming at Doupov (N51/FC9) and
three months of thooretical schooling, mostly political, at 9600 Unit,
Prague-Trsovice, Aseistant platoon commanders have to pass the same course,
The grede received in this course is decisive in the mainteonance of ome's
position. During the summer of 1950, rnearly all veterans of the SNB-PS
who hed the rank of junior w,c were replaced by rcoruits of the security
troops, selected party menbers and graduates of the SHB ecourses. Only

creencd platoon commanders who were graduates of the platoon cammanders
25X1 courss, their assistants, and sections commanders remained in their posts.

presenty .ﬁleEsecorxi stage of reorganization of the SNB-~PS units ingto
gecurity troops and the transformation of platoons into companics and com~
panies into battalions is in progress. Wede process will roquire several
months for its completion., The mmber of SNB-PS men on the western border
as of 20 October 1950 was about 1,000 men., After the recrganization into
security troops is completed in the spring of 151, the number will be
between 8,000 and 10,000 men. ] ‘

rritorial SNB posts in the border areas are being closed and in the 5-10
km border belt, only SNB=PS (security troops) will remain. There are indica-
tions that even the army units will be withdrawn behind this line. The final
rhase of the reorganization of the border guard system can be expected to
manifest itself in large formations of motorized security troops equipped
with heavy and specilal wearons, armored cars, and possibly even tanks,

At the came time, the Minlstry of Natlonal Sceurity has ordered the increase
of special SNB umits in the interior similar to the MVD or the SS for the
protection of the regimj

IV. Strengthening of Communist Control over the Army

11. Vhen Minister Alexe) Cepicka was installed in the Ministry of National
Defense on 26 April 1950, the purging of mmerous cadres of prewar officers
who were either non-Communists or merely Party card-holders and enemies of
the Communist regime was finally achiewed, Svoboda, who had strongly opposed
this purpe was the first to be ousted. The Party now has a free aand in
assigning reliable Party members to the highest posts » regardless of the
appointee's educstion and skill. RNadical purges were also conducted priox
to the arrival of Soviet "advisor®, for such men as Klapalek or Gencral Simon
Drgac would not have tolerated a Soviet "instructor!.
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12, Commnist influence is no 1ess felt in the ranks of the enlisted men, 25X1A

Inductess of October 1950 are %o be deprived of off-duty passcs, a measure
calewlated to isolate the men from the civilian population and expose them
to pormansnt Communist indoctrination. To make their restriction to barracks
somewhat more tolerable, libraries, special service clubs, and entertain~
ments are organized., Local girls atiending entertainment for soldiers are
selscted by the Party secrctariats.

V.  Arrival of Soviet Officers to Caechoslovalda

13, Following the evacuation of Soviet troops from Czechoslovalkia and duri
the period 1945-1948, a emall group of Soviet officers (about 25 in g1l
were left in Czechoslovakia. - They were assigned to schools and training
centers as advisors In the pedagogical methods of the Soviet srmy and of
Soviet armmy regulations, which had been uncfficislly applicd by the Czecho-
slovak amy since 1945, and from which Czechoslovak army regulations were
being compiied. The officers alsc acted as observers in Czechoslovek mili~
tary schools. They wore assigned as fellowss

War College 2 senior officers

Military Academy, Hranice (PS0/025) L officers (Col Verchjev,
It Col Klimenlo and 2 junior
officers)

Infantry School, Milovice 2 officers

Artillery School, Olomouc L officers

Tank School, Dedice 2 officers

Air Academy, Hradec Kralove (051/671) 1 officer

Signal School, Nove Mesto n/Vahom (PL9/T36)  Maj MYendeljew

Engineer School, Litomerice Lt Col Plsarjevski]

Military Attache, Pragus Permanent staff of aboul

' & officers
MNO - Liaison Seetion 1 « 2 officers

14, [The BVD had an intelligence notwork spread throughout Caechoslovakia totaling
about 140 persons. Camouflaged as commercial missions or remmants of partisan
commands, they had their cells of informants chiefly smong the persommel of
Party sccretariats. j

15. In 1947 some Soviet air force officers arrived in Czechoslovakia with the
delivery of 35 Pe-? aircraft to become instructors in the 6th Air Force
Divislon., These officers visited other air force unito as well and partici-
pated in maneuvers in army training camps vhenever the air force tock part.

16. T 1940 a party of some 12 officters of the Sovict Taul: Corps arrived at the
Tank School, Dedice, and at the Cencral Stalf Tanl: Unite Command. Their
arrival was in commwction with the first deliverios of T-34 and J5 III tanks.
In December 1949, onc Red army colomel wasz attached to G-2 of the Germeral
Staff.

l?,C‘..’Men Cepicka took over the IINO, he immediately dismissed the minister's
cabinet and replaced the members with his own staff, more or less selected
by the Party Central Committee. At the same time that Cepicka was installed
(%) and General Prochaska was a~signed to the General Starf, 18 high-ranicing
Soviet advisors were attached to Gencral Staff sections and individual
camands. They are directly subordinated to the Soviet Military Attache,
Colenel General N. I, Gusev, who acts as advisor to the Chief of General
Staff., Thus, the Soviets have achieved control of the Czechoslovak General

Staff ﬂ
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18. In July 1950, large partics of Soviet instructors arrived in Prague and
Brno, They were assigned to Military District headquarters and to other
formation headquarters, At the same time groups of Soviet pilots flew
Soviet Yak alrcraft to Slovaldan airfields in Bratislava, Plestenmy, Tri
Duby, to Moravian airfields in Brmo and Hyskov, and to Prague-Kbely and the
airfield at Zatec, The arrival of Soviet air formations was camouflaged
by the Czechoslovek radio as “asslstance in the fight sgainst potato bugs®.

19. Also in the same period, the news was spread that 50,000 famers from
Crechoslovalie were to be sent to USSR for schooling. This news was
intended to divert attention frem the arrival of Soviet troops, but was
apparently unsuccessful.

20. Around 20 August 1950, two transports of Ded Ammy officors from Austria
totaling 150 men beaded by Genoral Yzukovie arrived in Cesle Dudejovice,
About 30 of the officers remained with the 1st Inf Div in Ceske Budejovice.
The rest went to the 2nd Army Corpe, Hq Pisek (W50/Q69), the 3rd Army Corps,
Hq Pilsen, the 1Lth Inf Div, Hq Pisek, Lth Div, Hg Susice (W50/020), and
the 11lth Div, Hq Pilsen. The presence of General Ysukovie (possibly a cover
name) and of mmerous officers with the lst Iaf Div is of intercst for the
following reasons:

a. Yzukovic and his party arrived from Austria. This could be explained
as a Soviet effort to coordinate Czechoslovak units stationed in southern
Bohenia with Soviet troops in Austria.

b. The Commanding Oeneral of the 1lst Inf Div is General lanus, former
chief of -2 Gencral Staff. Yzukovic's presence with a division
commanded by Hanus could indicate the cooperation in the intelligence
field of Czechoslovak and Joviet organs oriented toward the US Zone
of Austria,

21, The presence of a Soviet tank specialist with the 13th Inf Div at Karlovy

’ Vary seems to indicate prospective motorization of that unit., On 20 August,
a Red Tank Corps colonel particinated in a roview of the Li6th Inf Regt at
As accompanied by the 13th Div CO, Golomel Nytir, GSC. The following dsy
anciaer Soviet colomsl attended the celebration by the 4th lountain Div
ab Susice of the Slovakian National Insurrection amniversary, accompamied
by Commending Gencral Bohuslev Lomsky.

22. On U September 1950, 4O Soviet officers landed at Ruzyne airfield and were
weleomed by Ceplcka, Zapotocly, and ar honor company of the 00th Inf Dn .
from Motol (WS1/L76). According to roliable information, the total mumbor
of Soviet amy officers in Szechoslovaliia at the present time is about 300.
They are attached te General Staff, all formations commands, military schools,
and air force unitss DBy the end of 1950 a Soviet officer will be attached
to each regimental and indopendent battalion headquarters.

25X1 VI. Construction and Improvement of Rall, Righway, and Air Communications Systems

23 .

Of prime importance is the construction of a double~track railroad from
Zilina (Q50/092)=Kosice (RLS/E3L)=Sanok (unlocated) to Cop and the improve-
“mont of the railroad network in eastern Slovakis in gereral.

Dl . kaidges in southern Moravia have been reinforced to carry the maximm per-

migsible loads. Two 100~ton reinforced concrete bridges were completed

at Jaroslavice east of Znojmo in May 1950. At the same time » the sonstruc-

tion of a reinforcod concrete bridge mear the customs house at Jaroslavice

i on the Austrian highway was hastily begun. In October reinforcemcnt of
the Vitava bridges between Volary (NL9/G55) and Horni Dvoriste (0L9/092).
was started by Ammy cngineer and labor units, This reinforcement of bridges
on the Vlitava in southcrn Dohemia is of importance to traffic fram southern
Bohemia to the US Zone of Austria and to Germany on the Strakonice~Ceske
Krumlov-lienz—Passan line ‘g

¥
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25. Tn UMay 1950 the MNO placed an order in Switserland for snow plows. Fifteen
of these machines of the type used by the Suviss and Swodish armles are
already in use on the Crechoslovak wtate higlhways. This type is supposcdly
very good for mountainous terrain and it secms probable that the Czechio—
slovak amy intends to use them in the Sumave mountains.

VII. Changes in the Organization and Location of tho Czechoslovsk Avmy

26. From Tebruary 1950 no basic changes in the location of the Czech amy in-
fluwencing the western border system have taken placeé, The transfer of the
Li6th Inf Regiment from Sokolov to As at the end of January 1950 was dictated
by local requirements of the 13th Inf Div which meeded reinforcerents for
weak units of the SNB-PS and whieh also meeded labor for building forti-
fications and obstacles in the As-Hazlov arca. Of local importance was
the transfer of the 10th Arty Regt from Prachatice to Klatovy in February
1950. The 2nd Dn of the 10th Arty Negt remained in Prachatice.

27.  In May 1950 the 2nd Bn of the 35th Inf Regt was transferred from Klatovy to
Doma®lice, and in April 1950 the Hoplacement Co of the 23rd Inf Reght from
Zvolen arrived in Prichovicc near Nyrsko. On 15 March 1950 the Military
Academy for paratroopers (second course) wan transferred to Zilina. The
year 1950 has been marked by e wide scale recrultwent among officers and
enligted men of all units for parachutists training, In spite of propa-
ganda via the pross, the official MNO gazstte, Czech Touth Association, ard
visits by officors of the Paratroopers Training Center to various units,
there wore no signs of the enlistment drive ending, since the deadline has
been extended several times.

28. 'hile no major changes in the situation have been recorded during summer
maveuvers (Mlay - August), in September 1950 a labor compary of the 40th
In{ Regt from Denesov was identificd at Horaszdoviece (I50/Q59) engaged in
reconditioning a cloister wiich is to housc a regiment., One Soviet officer
was geen inspecting the work. On 1 October tho lst Inf Degt from Coske
Budejovice was transferrcd to Cesky Krumlov. During Septomber, a community
farm ot Volary consigsting of eight inns and seversgl houses was requisitioned
and the occupants had to make the buildings available within 2l hours.
This glso occurred in adjacent villages, On 1 October, aboub 2,000 recruite
arrived in Volary along with officers and their families. It 1s believed
that this is eithey the lst Inf Regt or the Lth Ind Regt. Prior to this
date two companies of the 66th Mountain Inf Regt were stationed at Volary.
At the same time, about 4O men of an advanced party of the lst Inf Regh
{or 22nd Inf Regt) (sic) secured billets at Horni Flana (N45/Q63).

29, By the beginning of October the lst Bn of the 29th Inf Regt from Jindrichuv
Hradee (050/R28) was transferrcd to Ceske Velenice (0L9/R2L). In October
goldiers of the 1949 classes were identified in the Volary vieinity bullding
a large underground switchboard (sic). The construction site is guarded
by four men.

30.  In Qctober the headrarters of the Gth Inf Regt was identificd at Jindrichuv
Hradee, The 5th Inf Neght used to be statloned at Kladno and formed pa.t
of the 5th Mtrz Div, Prague.

31. Perhaps the most outstamding change to ta'w place in the begl of
October 1950 was the transfer of the lGth Inf legt from As (presumably to
tho Awmyy Training Center, Kynzvart, and the preparations for motorizing
this regiment and the 33rd Inf Degt, Cheb (U51/P37). From & Oetober,
records were turned in to regimental headquarters and materiel was packed
and transported to the rallway station. On 10 October, Lt. Rysavy,
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Assistant Education Officer, called a meeting and stated that in order to
prevent rumors, the }6th Inf Regt would be marched to its now destination
on the nights of 11 and 12 October. Older olass men, particularly mortar
gun crews and those charged with handling the borses wore to remain in As
until 1L October to turn over equipment, etec. This regiment had been issued
Soviet guns and mortars in August 1950 and wntil recently that equipment
had been horsedrawn. On 1 October heavy artillery and mortar companies were
1ssued trailing hooks, an indication that these units will be motorized.

VIII. Cencral Information

32. Army orders placed with the textile industry for the year 1950 for uniforms
and varions matertal were so large that they could not be £illed because’
of a shortage of raw materials. The jute industry received millions (sic)
worth of orders for mattress covers and sacks, These orders can be filled
only if ersatz material, such as paper, is used. The hemp industry received
the following oxders:

25,000,000 perachute stripes (sic)
16,000 camouflage mots, 10mx 18 m
14,000 camouflage nets, Lhmx lim

Eﬁrders for quartermastor equipment such as cutlery, kettles, trays, ete.,
'have caused a shortage of these items on the home markeot,

IX.| Summary

The speeding up of war preparations in Czechoslovakia and the entire Eastern
Bloc is evident. Propaganda campaigns are being waged in schools, in the army,
and by all means available to the state. More of a military than a political
nature sre the Russian language classes which ave being offered. As far as
the strategic mission of the Czechoslovak army is concerncd, it peems that 1t
is being regrouped in such a manner that units stationed in southern Bohemia
and Morawvia could take part in the Soviet mancuvers from Austria, while forme-
tions stationed in the Onre river valley (1st Army Corpe, 12th and 1ith Divs)
could join operations of Soviet troops in Saxony. The 3rd Army Corps, Pllsen,
(Lth and 11th Divs) 4s an operational group for maintaining liaison between
both the aforcmentioned groups. The equipping of the Czech army with Soviet
equipmont is far from boing complcted; several months will etdll be necessary
before the undertaking is finished.

25X1 ( 5,000,000 gas mask holders

Attachment: Location of the Czechoslovak Army in the Uest Border Territory.
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